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For my first Erasmus + student mobility, I chose to go to The University of Dubrovnik, in Dubrovnik Croatia. As a Masters student in my second year majoring in International Business management, I was enrolled at the economics department in UNIDU. The University has several building scattered around the city depending on the department you are from. The main campus building is located near the well known Old Town from the famous tv series, „Game of Thrones”. The economics building, that I had all of my classes in, is positioned right by the marina with a beautiful view to the harbour and the mountain landscape. The building itself is historical looking and creates a one of a kind atmosphere. My first impression was, „It doesn’t get better than this.” What more can you wish for than being surrounded by crystal clear blue water, many sunny warm days, and beautiful greenery surrounding you all year round? The general atmosphere at the University was very friendly and welcoming. 
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All classes were held in the English language. The professors were all very kind and understanding. A large emphsis is placed on hospitality and you can definitely see it everywhere with everyone trying to be a great host. Every semester starts off with orientation day. During this day, you meet your incredible Erasmus coordinator from the host university. You will definitely like her. During this time, all necessary information will be shared and spoken about. You will also recieve your student ID cards which will give you access to eat at the Student Cafeteria in the Student Dorm and to many other attractions at a reduced price or for free. One of those great attractions are the City Walls. A must see and do activitiy when in Dubrovnik. The views are breathtaking, like nearly everywhere you can go. If you are staying in the student dorm, a separate day is organized to welcome the students. 
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Staying at the student dormitory is the best thing I could have done after going on my student mobility. It is a brand new facility designed to meet all your needs. With a very modern and new aesthetic, it has a restaurant, a gym, student club, cafeteria, kitchens, laundry rooms, and study rooms. The cost per month depends on where you are from, however, the typical cost for a student coming from a European country was 230EUR if you are staying just for one month and 170EUR if you are staying for the entire year. There is internet access in the dorm for you to use free of additional charge. The rooms are perfectly suited for the needs of you and your roommate. Yes, you will be living with a roomate. If you are travelling with someone from your University, you can request to have the room together. Each room has its own bathroom with a bath tub, two sepearte beds, night stands, chairs, closets, lots of storage area, a safe, a refrigerator, hangers, and a coat rack. Vaccumes and mops are available at the reception. You can change your bed linen every two weeks. The student cafeteria offers two meals: lunch and dinner. Lunch is from 12:00-15:00 and dinner is from 18:-20:00 everyday except on Sunday there is no dinner. The approximate cost of lunch waries from 0.50 EUR to 1.50 EUR depending on what and how much you get. Normally the cost is around 5 EUR but as an Erasmus student you are getting a large discount from the EU. Dubrovnik as a city is very expensive. You can cook your own meals in the shared kitchen areas, however, you need to buy your own cooking tools. The prices of items at grocery stores are also higher than those at home. Especially if you have diet restrictions and are vegan. While there are vegan and vegetarian options available in the supermarkets and in the student cafeteria, the options in the student cafeteria are very limited to and not very healthy. Trasnportation monthly bus card is also reduced if you are a student but you can get to most places by walking. 
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There were no language related problems when contacting teachers and other students. Everyone speaks English at a decent enough level to be able to understand your needs and have great conversations. Dubrovnik may be a small city but it has a lot of history and culture hidden in very corner. Other then the most well known tourist attraction known as the Old City, it is great to use your time in Dubrovnik to explore other cities and countries next to it. In my opinion, it is great to visit Split, Makarska, Omiš, Ston, and Kortula which are fairly close by for a day trip from Dubrovnik. It i salso nice to visit the capital, Zagreb, for a longer trip as it is 10 hours away by bus. The airport in Dubrovnik offers more flight options during the Summer Semester starting in April. In the Winter time there aren’t many flights and you have to fly to Zagreb first. That comes with additional costs. Other than that, it is possible to go on trips to Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro as they are close to Dubrovnik. On one of my trips I visited the ancient city of Mostar that has the world’s coldest river and stunning Kravice Waterfalls in BH. On another trip I visited Kotor in Montenegro. I can recommend both trips. During my free time in Dubrovnik outside of class and study time, my Erasmus friends and I did a lot of walks and hikes around the city. We often went out to watch the sunsets from various view points. Additionally, we took part in the night student life. Dubrovnik has many great restaurants, bars, and night clubs. It is worth noting that there is more life in Dubrovnik during the tourist season. This is because during the winter months, the locals are taking vacation time and many places are closed. So, if you are looking for a calmer and more relaxed experience, I suggest the winter semester for your Erasmus mobility. Both semesters have their pros and cons. In the Summer semester, the city quickly becomes flooded with tourists as the weather gets warmer. 
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The Erasmus+ exchange will definitely have an impact on my cultural, social and professional life. Not only did I widen my knowledge of other cultures, languages, and ethnic backgrounds, but I also made great friendships that now feel like family. The Erasmus+ experience i salso great for networking and connecting with people on different levels. These connections can prove to be vital for future professional as well as social life. 
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	I would without a doubt recommend this partner university to other students. I am beyond satisfied with my mobility and would do it again. I would not change anything. Tips and advice for students wanting to take part in the Erasmus+ exchange is to just do it. While it may seem unsure or uncomfortable to come out of your comfort zone, you will feel so empowered, satisfied, and proud of yourself after. This opportunity is one that should not be missed out on. Thanks to it, you will experience so much growth in different areas of your life. It i san opportunity that you will most likely not get again once you complete all of your studies. What pushed me to take part is not wanting to have regrets in the future about missing out on this incredible experience. 
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